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Community Business Annual Reception 2018  
Key Remarks  
 
 Fern Ngai, CEO Community Business   

• Our Annual Reception wouldn’t be complete without us welcoming Chinese New Year. 
In a few short weeks, the dog will be replacing the rooster. 

• Before we attempt to make any predictions, we just want to clarify – we at CB do not 
take any responsibility if things don’t turn out as predicted. Any reliance on the 
information that you receive tonight shall be at your sole judgment and risk! 

• The dog is a symbol for courage, loyalty, intelligence, and protection. In this Year of 
the Earth Dog, which occurs once every 60 years:  
 

1. The universal values of dialogue, solidarity, empathy, and social justice will be 
important in addressing inequality, greed, and selfishness.  

2. It will be an eventful year, marked by security concerns and the rise of social 
conservative movements within society. 

3. It will be an exhausting year. The Dog will accelerate the initiation of all things, 
but at the same time, this will bring pressure and stress in the everyday life. 

4. This year is a powerful marker in our lives, offering a new interpretation of our 
human condition. Strength of character, education, morality, social life, health 
and caring for our elders are all fundamental areas to be improved during this 
pivotal year. 
 

Lifestyle & Health  
• All zodiac signs need to pay special attention to their health. This year will be a good 

time for lifestyle changes (time to quit smoking, eat healthier, get more fit, or move 
flats) and for the start of new business ventures. 

 
Money, Career & Fortune  
• During this year, satisfaction and joy caused by the successful outcome of projects 

undertaken last year, the Year of the Rooster, can only be fully appreciated in the 
context of equitable sharing of the created resources. 

• This year, the primary element of Dog Year is Earth, followed by secondary forces of 
Fire and Metal. The cycle of these 3 means that money can come to those who decide 
to choose honesty and fairness in their dealings, ie responsible and inclusive businesses 
and leaders! 

• Companies ensuring the welfare and health of their consumers, particularly through 
increased investments in the areas of recycling and renewable energy, will be rewarded 
with increased revenues. 

• In order to gain in joyful fulfillment throughout the year, it’s auspicious to show 
solidarity and brotherhood or sisterhood – so be supportive and show empathy! 

• Dog Years are not conducive to waste and unnecessary expenses. This year, success, in 
love as in work, depends primarily on the quality of the communication between 
people, and learning that being selfless and generous can bring the promise of a more 
generous harvest in return. 
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Love, Relationships & Family  
• From the 2018 CNY onwards, the meaning and importance of family are critical to the 

realization of the aspirations of all 12 Chinese zodiac signs. If you happen to be single 
this year, you shouldn’t have problems finding a partner before next CNY in 2019.  

 
Remember, in a Dog Year, everyone regardless of your horoscope sign can benefit by 
tapping into positive dog traits, like loyalty, commitment, hard work, courage, and family 
values. 
  
Zodiac predictions curtesy of Karma Weather  

https://www.karmaweather.com/2018-year-of-the-earth-dog/ 

 

Priscilla Pang, Fair Opportunity Alumni, 2016    

• I graduated from CUHK with a law degree and am currently studying PCLL. I wasn’t born 
with disability. I suffered a stroke when I was 13 yrs old and it affected the left side of 
my body resulting in weaker muscles on the left, poor balancing and co-ordination and 
walking difficulties. It took me quite some time to regain my mobility for my left hand 
and leg.  

• I have always been reluctant to disclose my disability, whether it be friends or during my 
job-seeking process. The main reason stems from the fear of discrimination. Although I 
appear normal, what’s most challenging for me at the workplace is that I can only type 
with one hand and in industries such as banking and legal where time is of the essence, 
my relatively slow typing skills might be something that hinders my performance or 
when employers learn about it, might have concerns about my productivity.  

• In the 2016, I participated the Fair Opportunity programme. By way of background, Fair 
Opportunity is a programme that matches students with disabilities from universities 
and higher education institutions in Hong Kong with inclusive employers. 

• At that time, I didn’t expect to get any internship, but rather I saw it as an opportunity 
for me to train up my interviewing skills and get to know more  about some of the 
companies that I am interested in. I had interviews with some of the investment banks 
on that day and was fortunate enough to be shortlisted by JPM for 2nd round of 
interview. During that 2nd round, I remembered I had the chance to be interviewed by 4 
departments where I get to know in depth how each department operates and their 
daily work.  

• I was then invited for a telephone interview from JPM Compliance department and to be 
selected to attend the assessment day. The assessment day is part of the interview 
process of the JPM’s internship process, it involves a group interview where I am placed 
with other potential intern applicants who applied through the normal process. The 
inclusive job fair gave me an opportunity where I can express myself and show my 
competencies to the firm for their consideration which I might not have had previously. 
At the assessment, I was placed on the same playing field as other applicants.  

• I was successfully offered an internship in the Compliance Department during  the 
summer. The experience was a fruitful and insightful one - not only have I learnt a lot 

https://www.karmaweather.com/2018-year-of-the-earth-dog/
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from the internship itself and get to truly feel for myself the firm’s culture, but at the 
same time I gained friendship and good mentors whom I can always approach.   

• The internship programme that I was part of is the same as any other interns who 
managed to gain themselves a spot through the normal process. My internship was eye-
opening. One of the many things that strikes me was my manager. Despite knowing my 
disabilities, my manager gave me more responsibilities and tasks as she saw my 
competency in helping out the team.  I remembered that 4 weeks into my internship, 
one day I received an email from a banker telling me that they have received certain 
financial information from the client’s. I took the initiative and courage to call the 
banker and ask him whether he could describe in slightly more details as to when it was 
received and what it was about. And upon listening to the description, I advised him on 
the materiality of such information and we reached an agreed view on that. My 
manager was impressed and said to me that “I am confident enough for you to advise on 
the bankers on certain information they collected where appropriate, just escalate if you 
face certain situation you are not sure how to deal with”. From then on, besides my 
primary task, my manager and other team members would from time to time assign me 
with other tasks so as to help out more on their daily work which are usually of high 
importance and urgency. 

• If someone asks me what this internship meant to me, I would say it is a turning point in 
my life. Before this internship, I have always been very reluctant to disclose my disability 
whether it be to friends or to my previous employers or in my job-seeking process as I 
fear that people might judge my competency given my disability, But this internship has 
proved to myself that my disability has not affected my competence and performance at 
work but rather I was given more opportunities to learn through the extra tasks I was 
assigned during my internship and in proving that my disability is no barrier to my work 
competency, I was offered a return offer from JPM to join them as a full time analyst in 
2018.  More importantly, because of this internship, I have become more confident and 
have been more open and willing to disclose my disability to other people.  

• Again, I would like to thank JPM, CareER, Community Business, and the Fair Opportunity 
Programme for giving me this opportunity which I am truly grateful of. 

 

Aaron Lin, ENGAGE Alumni, 2016    

• ENGAGE brings together community partners and businesses to break the cycle of 
intergenerational poverty in Hong Kong by empowering disadvantaged secondary school 
students through mentorship, soft skills development, and career exploration. Since 
2008, Community Business has transformed the lives of nearly 600 secondary students. 
 

• ENGAGE also had a significant impact on my life. I was never a brave and confident 
person. The doubt on myself made me want nothing else but to be likable to everyone. I 
studied hard so that the teachers would like me. I tried to be funny so that the bullies 
wouldn’t pick on me.  

• But the consequence of that was that I didn’t have the remotest idea about what I want 
to do or study in the future. When I was in Form 5, I was terrified by a thought in my 
mind - that someday in the future I would wake up and the first thought in my head 
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would be “oh I have to do something I don’t like again”. This idea terrifies me. Such fear 
was the reason why I joined the ENGAGE programme. 

• ENGAGE didn’t just teach me how to draft my CV and how to behave properly in the 
workplace, it taught me how to find my passion and that I got to step out of my comfort-
zone. During ENGAGE, I completed a one-week internship in Hogan Lovells, and I did a 
case memorandum about insider trading there. It was very interesting to me. After that 
and lots of thinking, I found my aspiration, which is to be a lawyer. I’m now studying for 
a law degree at the Chinese University.  

• Also, my English was terrible before ENGAGE, but it gave me a lot of opportunities to 
practice, and to speak publicly. Interesting fact, I actually got a full marks in the English 
speaking exam. I would be lying to you if I told you that I am a completely different 
person, but ENGAGE gave me the courage to change myself and strive for perfection. 

• Also, my heartfelt thanks to my mentor Andrew. Without his encouragement, I may 
never actively participate in the ENGAGE programme and get the most out of it. With 
the help of Andrew and the Community Business team, I can be very confident and 
stand and speak in front of all of you tonight. 

• I hope that you and your companies will offer internships, sign up as mentors or provide 
a spacious venue to support ENGAGE – which is a very meaningful programme to help 
young people like me. With your kindness, we may not only survive, but may also 
flourish. 
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