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LEADING NOT-FOR-PROFIT COMMUNITY BUSINESS NAMES 
PETER SARGANT AS NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

 

 
 

Hong Kong, 18 December 2019 – Community Business, a leading not-for-profit organisation advancing 
responsible and inclusive business practices in Asia, today announced the appointment of Peter Sargant 
as Chief Executive Officer, effective from March 2020. Peter will succeed Fern Ngai, who is retiring after 
serving as CEO since 2012.  

Peter joins Community Business following a short career break, prior to which he was an Executive 
Director of Standard Chartered Bank. Throughout his career, Peter has been a dedicated diversity and 
inclusion (D&I) advocate and a champion for minority groups. As a founding member of Standard 
Chartered Bank’s D&I Council in Hong Kong, Peter was instrumental in establishing the Hong Kong 
LGBT+ Interbank Forum. Peter has had a long association with Community Business, participating in 
the Community Business Leadership Team (later known as the Responsible Business Network), the 
Diversity and Inclusion in Asia Network (DIAN) and the Hong Kong LGBT+ Inclusion Index and Awards, 
since their inception, and has become a recognised speaker and advisor on D&I issues within the 
workforce.  
 
“My fellow board members and I are delighted to appoint Peter Sargant as the next CEO of Community 
Business. Throughout his career, he has shown a strong commitment to advancing inclusion and 
equality in the workplace and was recognised at our LGBT+ Inclusion Awards in 2017 with a special 
discretionary award recognising his tireless work behind the scenes to champion, progress and support 
inclusion. His extensive not-for-profit board and volunteer experience, combined with his wealth of D&I 
knowledge, makes him the ideal leader for our dynamic and ambitious team,” said Kishore Sakhrani, 
Board Chairman of Community Business.  

“On behalf of our Board, I would also like to extend our gratitude to Fern for more than seven years of 
dedicated service to Community Business. Under her leadership, the organisation has grown 
substantially, expanding our research and offerings in new areas such as employee wellbeing and 
mental health, as well as our training and consulting services. Geographically, we opened an office in 

http://linkedin.com/in/peter-sargant-a12243
https://www.communitybusiness.org/about-us/meet-our-team#detail-1
https://www.communitybusiness.org/about-us/meet-our-team?field_department_target_id=All&title_field_value=kishore&sort_by=field_weight_value
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Bangalore and extended our reach to six key markets in Asia.  Fern led the launch and development of 
the ground-breaking Hong Kong LGBT+ Inclusion Index and annual awards, which have created a 
game-changing shift within the business community towards the advancement of LGBT+ inclusion. We 
are proud that our flagship Fair Opportunity inclusive recruitment programme was recognised with an 
Innovation Award by the Hong Kong SAR Government* and that Fern herself recently received the 
inaugural ‘Excellence in Diversity, Inclusion and Equality’ Award from the Hong Kong LGBT+ Attorneys 
Network (HKGALA).  Fern’s professionalism and content knowledge have been widely recognised and 
her direction has further elevated Community Business’ status as a thought leader,” added Kishore.  

Fern and Peter will work closely over the next few months to ensure a seamless leadership transition.  
 
Fern said: “Having worked with Peter for many years in driving D&I at Standard Chartered, I am very 
confident that he will bring a values-driven approach and new insights to the role,  and that under his 
leadership, Community Business will continue to make a positive impact in the region through 
harnessing the power of business to drive social change.    

It has truly been an honour to lead Community Business for over seven years and to see how the work 
we do has not only helped companies of all sizes and industries across Asia, but the meaningful causes 
we promote have resonated with the business community and wider society. During this time, I have 
been inspired by the passion, dedication, and hard work of our amazing team.  I am very grateful to 
them, to our Board of Directors and to the many clients, partners, and other stakeholders who have 
contributed to Community Business’ success.” 

Peter commented, “I am thrilled to be returning to Asia and to take on the position of CEO at 
Community Business, an organisation that I know well and have long admired. For me, this provides a 
unique opportunity to bring together my corporate knowledge of working across geographic and 
cultural landscapes with some of the world’s leading financial organisations, and my non-profit 
experience of working with minority groups and disenfranchised communities. I am excited to apply 
this lens to Community Business and reach new milestones with the team in the years ahead.  With our 
combined knowledge and experience across a wide spectrum of topics, Community Business is well 
positioned to support companies in creating inclusive workplaces that engage and empower all 
employees. I very much look forward to meeting our clients and to hearing firsthand from them how 
Community Business can support their responsible and inclusive business aspirations.” 

 Innovation Award in Hong Kong SAR Government’s 2015-16 Talent-Wise Employment Charter & Inclusive Organisation Recognition 
Scheme 

 
About Peter Sargant 
Peter worked for Standard Chartered Bank for 23 years, across the consumer, wholesale and investment 
banking businesses in Asia, with his final role as Executive Director, Employee Banking Sales, Corporate 
Partnerships, within Group Retail Banking.  Peter was born in the United Kingdom, but has been a Hong 
Kong resident since 1997. 

Peter’s D&I and responsible business accolades include:  
- Member of the Standard Chartered D&I Council in Hong Kong for 12 years 
- Brand Ambassador for Standard Chartered’s ‘Here for Good’ global brand campaign 
- Co-founder and co-Lead of Standard Chartered’s LGBT+ Affinity Network in Hong Kong 
- Founding member representing Standard Chartered in the Hong Kong LGBT+ Interbank Forum  
- Trainer for the Standard Chartered ‘Living with HIV’ peer education and training programme  
- Member of the initial Advisory Board of OUTLeadership for Hong Kong from 2012 to 2016 
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- Board Member, Vice Chair, Fundraising Strategy Committee Lead, and Chair of Annual Gala 
Dinner Event Organising Committee of AIDS Concern (Foundation) Ltd during 2003-2006 and 
2015-2018 

- Member and Vice Chair of Urban Light’s International Board – from October 2017 to date. 
Urban Light is a Thailand based NGO devoted to empowering at risk boys and men to live a life 
outside of the grasp of human trafficking 

- Central Committee Member of Pink Alliance Hong Kong from 2010 to 2016 
- Winner of Community Business’ 2017 ‘LGBT+ Unsung Hero’ Award  
- APCOM Corporate Ambassador from 2017 to date 
- Amnesty International – Carnival Event Ambassador 2017 

 
- End - 

About Community Business  
Community Business is a not-for-profit organisation (Hong Kong Charity Number 91/6560) whose 
mission is to lead, inspire and support businesses to have a positive impact on people and communities. 
A recognised leader in advancing responsible and inclusive business practices in Asia, Community 
Business facilitates networks, conducts research and events, leads programmes and campaigns and 
provides training and consulting. Our focus on responsible business is aligned to four mission-led 
themes:  

- Building responsible leadership 
- Tackling workplace inequality 
- Ensuring employee wellbeing 
- Promoting social inclusion 

Founded in 2003 and based in Hong Kong with a presence in India and the United Kingdom, Community 
Business works with companies of all sizes and from diverse industries across Asia, harnessing the power 
of business to drive social change. For more information, please visit www.communitybusiness.org.  
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